
Soaring vs. Flapping (February 20, 2014) 
 
As I was sitting and reflecting by the cross at The Oaks, a hawk rising from the ground 
caught my eye. It was probably a hundred feet or so from the ground when I first saw it. 
As I watched the hawk, something dawned on my…it was flying and rising without 
flapping its wings. The hawk was soaring effortlessly as it gained more and more 
altitude. With in a matter of a minute or two, the hawk had climbed from just off the 
ground, to nearly 1,500 feet…above the mountain range nearby. It was amazing to see 
the hawk simply rely on the power of the air moving around it to cause it to rise without 
any strain or difficulty. 
 
After the hawk flew on, I saw a crow as well rising up from the ground. It was a much 
smaller bird with a shorter wingspan. The crow had moments when it was soaring as its 
wings remained still. But those brief moments were followed by long periods of fierce 
flapping in order to stay airborne and increase altitude. The crow was working hard to 
do what the hawk had just done so easily just moments before. As I continued to watch 
the determined, yet inadequate crow, it was evident that it was flapping more than 
soaring and never did reach the height of the hawk. 
 
The hawk chose to use the power of the wind to rise while the crow tried to use it’s own 
power to rise. 
 
My life with Jesus and our efforts as a church have looked more like flapping than 
soaring. Instead of relying on the power of the Holy Spirit to lift us up, we have relied on 
our own power to cause us to rise. My journey, our journey have been characterized by 
flapping instead of soaring. This has led to lots of work, stress, fear, pride and failure. 
Our past has been about flapping, but God is calling us to a future of soaring. 
 
On the outside, soaring seems so easy. The hawk really didn’t have to do much except 
occasionally make a minor adjustment in the angle of its wings to continue to allow the 
wind to lift it. At times it looked motionless as it continued to rise. What is hidden behind 
the simplicity and apparent ease of soaring is something far more difficult and 
sometimes elusive. The most important factor in the process of soaring is trust. 
 
A hawk trusts the presence and power of the wind to bring elevation. Its wings have to 
be spread as wide as possible to maximize the amount of lift from the wind. The hawk 
has a deeply rooted hope and trust in the wind that allows it to reach heights not 
attainable by flapping under its own power. I’m sure the first attempt at soaring by a 
hawk comes with some apprehension and fear. “Will the wind catch me and lift me or as 
I spread my wings, will I continue my rapid descent resulting in painful impact with the 
ground?”  
 
Sonrise/New Hope has been built on the personalities and valiant efforts of its previous 
leaders. It has seen both heights and depths surrounded by strenuous seasons of 
flapping. We have trusted in our work ethic, our creativity, our strategy, our pride and 
our history to bring us to an elevation only achieved through soaring on the wind of 



God’s Spirit. We have put our trust in people, programs and performances. It’s time to 
put our hope and trust in Jesus through His Spirit in our lives and church. 
 
It’s time to stop striving, time to stop straining, time to stop flapping and time to stop 
following the flawed flight of the crow. It’s time to start surrendering, it’s time to start 
responding, it’s time to embrace the effective flight of the hawk…it’s time to start 
soaring! 
 
Isaiah prophesied this to God’s people knowing their future included difficulties and 
captivity. Their own doing would cause them to lose everything, but their trust in the 
Lord would renew them. 
 
Isaiah 40:27-31 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; 
my cause is disregarded by my God”? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The 
Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired 
or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 
men stumble and fail; 31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint. 
 
When we chose by faith to soar instead of flap, we will see God exchange or replace 
our strength with His. We will see progress, effectiveness and new heights without 
growing weary and tired in our strength because it is being accomplished by God’s. 


